INTRODUCTION
The social sciences comprise of diverse concerns of society and include a wide range of content drawn from the disciplines of history, geography, political science, economics and sociology. United they provide several dimensions for studying the human society overtime. This helps the learners to understand both the ancient and contemporary society better. As per the national curriculum framework, children should be engaged in activities to understand the environment through illustrations from the physical, biological, social and cultural spheres.
The main purpose of teaching history at school is to develop knowledge of the country's heritage, recognize its place in the world historical context as well as to learn about the important personalities of the past. It is also used to introduce and gradually build understanding of time and chronology. For the first ten years of schooling, history forms an integral part of the social science curriculum in general education. Studying history can be boring Whatever cannot be produced in real life can be created through simulation or animations. An animated graphic of any concept will help the learner by adding visual cue to the textual information. Using technology teachers can plan history lessons using both print and electronic resources. Instruction about the past can be enhanced by using computer assisted instruction materials. Using such packages will result in creating active, student-centered learning communities. The investigator conducted a study to investigate information on the effectiveness of computer mediated learning for teaching map marking in history. The topics chosen were hills of Tamil Nadu, rivers of India and discovery of the sea routes. The topics selected were:
EFFECTIVENESS OF USING PROGRAMMED LEARNING MATERIALS IN THE TEACHING OF MAP MARKING IN HISTORY
Marking hills of Tamil Nadu, rivers, capitals in the map of India and discovery of sea routes in the World map.
Students with less imaginative skills may find it difficult to understand these aspects. So it was decided that a CAI package would be designed to teach these topics. There are many software available in the market like, Swish, Flash Director, Adobe After Effects etc. Flash is the 2D animation software which is user friendly. It allows us to create simple drawings and buttons. A package developed by using this software could be run on a low configured computer also.
So the researcher has used Flash for the task proposed.
Along with this animated images from the WWW have been adapted to fit into Power point presentations. The time taken to complete the task is 30 minutes. There will be a significant difference in mean scores of male and female VIII standard students with regard to knowledge of map marking skills gained through CAI. There is no significant difference in mean scores of rural and urban VIII standard students with regard to knowledge of map marking skills gained through CAI. There will be a significant difference in mean scores of computer awareness of VIII standard students with regard to knowledge of urban map marking skills gained through CAI.
Review of Previous Studies
From Table 4 it is evident that the gain score and the computer awareness of the students are statistically significant at 0.05 levels. The computer knowledge of students has influenced the learning of map marking skills in VIII. The students were given maps after the teaching sessions were over and their accuracy for marking hills, rivers and sea routes was tested. Their scores were compared to determine the effectiveness of the CAI.
Hypotheses
The following hypotheses were formulated for the study.
· There will be a significant difference in mean scores of pre-test and post-test of VIII standard students with regard to knowledge of map marking skills gained through CAI.
· There will be a significant difference in mean scores of male and female VIII standard students with regard to knowledge of map marking skills gained through CAI.
· There is no significant difference in mean scores of rural and urban VIII standard students with regard to knowledge of map marking skills gained through CAI.
· There will be a significant difference in mean scores of computer awareness of VIII standard students with regard to knowledge of urban map marking skills gained through CAI.
The Package
The CAI package was prepared using Flash. The important instructions regarding the test and background information were provided using power point presentation. The package was used to instruct students for marking hills of Tamil Nadu and major rivers of India and discovery of sea routes.
Results
The data collected was coded and grouped for verifying the proposed hypotheses. The t-test and analysis of correlation were employed. With the help of statistical software SPSS, the mean, standard deviation, t-value and correlation have been calculated. The performance of the students is tabulated below.
There will be a significant difference in mean scores of pretest and post-test of VIII standard students with regard to knowledge of map marking skills gained through CAI. and customized PPTs prepared using content from the site provided motivation to the students. So it is evident that CAI can be used effectively for teaching certain concepts in history.
Limitations, Suggestions for Further Research
For the present study, the investigator used a small sample on account of difficulty in availability of computers in schools. Similarly the content taken for the PIM is very brief due to time constraints.
· The same study may be conducted with other levels of school students to find out the effectiveness of PIM on teaching-learning process of maps.
· Studies may be conducted on the basic topics like rivers of Tamil Nadu, tourist spots of Tamil Nadu, Table 4 . Test of significant difference in the mean scores of computer awareness
